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THE

CARPATHIAN
WOODEN
CHURCHES

The Ukrainian Carpathians are not only famous for their

mountains and forests, but also for uniqgue examples of
wooden architecture — the traditional wooden
churches.

These churches were built by local craffsmen, often
without using a single nail.

In 2013, 16 of them (8 in Ukraine and 8 in Poland) were
added to the UNESCO World Heritage List as
outstanding examples of spirifual and cultural heritage.
They represent the faith, skills, and harmony between

people and nature.



ARCHITECTURAL
UNIQUENESS
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Carpathian wooden churches are architectural masterpieces
built from local wood such as spruce, fir, or oak.

They use traditional construction techniques like “zruba” (log
construction), and were assembled by hand using wooden
joints.

What makes them special is that they were built without nails,
using only skill and precision.

Each region developed its own architectural style — for
example, the Boyko, Hutsul, and Lemko styles — all reflecting

the identity of the local communities.
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Typically, these churches have three wooden domes

or fowers, and their shapes harmonize with the
_ mountain landscape.
2 g e  Many churches are surrounded by wooden fences
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The inferiors are richly decorated with frescoes, icons,

and hand-carved iconostases.

These structures show not only religious purpose but
also aesthetic beauty and deep knowledge of
materials and proportion.



SYMBOL OF FAITH,
CRAFISMANSHIP &
ENDURANCE

These churches were more than places of worship
— they were the heart of the community.

Local people built them together, often carrying
materials through mountains and forests.

Despite wars, occupations, and religious
oppression, many churches survived for hundreds
of years.

They symbolize the spiritual resilience, dedicafion,
and unity of the Ukrainian people.




UNESCO WORLD
HERITAGE STATUS

In 2013, 16 wooden churches of the
Carpathian region (8 in Ukraine, 8 in Poland)
were included on the UNESCO World Heritage
List.

These churches were recognized for their
exceptional value, outstanding craftsmanship,
and their role in preserving Eastern Christian
traditions in wood architecture.

They are not only religious monuments but also

symiols of cultural exchange and cross-border

identity.




CHURCH OF THE DESCENT OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT IN ROHATYN (1598)

One of the oldest surviving wooden churches in
Ukraine is the Church of the Descent of the Holy Spirit,
located in Rohatyn, lvano-Frankivsk region.

Built in 1598 entirely without nails, it is an outstanding
example of sacred wooden architecture from the

Rohatyn Opillia region.
The church preserves rare architectural features such

as a three-part structure, a square central log section,

and a polygonal altar.

According to legend, the young
Roksolana (Anastasia Lisovska),
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WHY DO THEY} Af[ER TO THE ,

These churches are d unlque example of sacred

archltecfure ’rhq’r grew from the Iocql andscape
and trqdlhons =

5 They inspire qrchltects hlstorlans qnd trqvelers
E I with their simplicity, elegqnce and meanlng
§

: Ina modern world, they remind us of sustqmqblllty,' -
.- '}?’ community, qnd spiritual depth.

~ They belong not only to Ukroune - -they are a pqrt i 'y ;L
of global herltqge ST s - ‘ |




CHURCHES . OF THE UKRAINIAN \ e e B

,_E LIVING WITN'ESSES OF OUR PAST AND

: :,[HEY _HOW HOW ART, FAITH, AND NATURE CAN COME
TOGETHER IN BEAUTIFUL HARMONY..-

\TO VISIT THEM 1S TO EXPERIENCE AUTHENTIC CULTURE,
DEEP SPIRITUALITY, AND TRUE CRAFTSI\/IANSHIP 2"
THESE CHURCHES ARE NOT ONLY TREASURES  OF/ ~

| QRAINE — THEY ARE TREASURES OF T 1t W |$ . \
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