
The traditional wedding rite 
in the heart of Maramureș



I invite you to discover the beauty and 
authenticity of traditional weddings in 
Maramureș, especially in the Valea 
Izei region, in the village of Ieud — a 
place where traditions are preserved 
with great care and deep respect, 
passed down from generation to 
generation.
One of the central elements of a 
Maramureș wedding is the traditional 
folk costume. It is not just clothing, 
but a true expression of cultural 
identity. Both the bride and the groom 
wear garments specific to the area, 
crafted by hand using techniques that 
are hundreds of years old.



The bride’s costume is particularly 
rich in meaning and detail. The main 
element is the traditional crown, 
made from melted wax patiently 
shaped into various floral designs. 
Additional materials such as crepe 
paper, wire, or plaster are used to 
create a delicate and elaborate 
headpiece. The bride’s blouse and 
skirt are woven on the loom, and the 
decorative patterns are hand-stitched 
using silk thread. Her traditional 
footwear, are made of leather, and 
around the foot are tied about six 
meters of black woolen thread, 
forming the well-known “cross” 
pattern. The bride also wears a 
traditional sheepskin or cloth vest 
(cojoc), handmade and usually worn 
in colder seasons.



The groom’s summer outfit 
consists of a black 
traditional hat, a 
hand-stitched shirt — most 
often made by the groom’s 
mother — white traditional 
trousers, and black leather 
boots. A very important 
detail is the string worn 
around the wrist, without 
which the outfit would be 
considered incomplete. The 
groom also wears a 
handmade leather vest, 
similar to the bride’s.



Beyond the clothing, the 
wedding traditions in Ieud are 
vibrant and full of symbolism. 
At the bride’s home, the ritual 
called “the dance of the 
crown” takes place, while at 
the groom’s home, the ritual 
known as “the dance of the 
flag” is performed. After these 
customs, the groom and his 
group of wedding guests head 
to the bride’s house to meet 
her. Here, a symbolic 
exchange happens: the groom 
offers the bride her bouquet, 
and the bride pins a flower 
onto the groom’s chest, always 
on the left side.



Next comes the journey to 
the church, where the 
religious ceremony takes 
place, usually officiated by 
several priests, following 
Maramureș customs. After 
the ceremony, the 
newlyweds, their families, 
and the entire wedding 
procession head to the 
village cultural center, 
where the celebration 
begins. The guests also 
wear traditional costumes, 
and the atmosphere is filled 
with authentic music, 
dancing, and joy until dawn.



The wedding in Ieud is not 
just the union of two people 
— it is a reaffirmation of 
identity and community. 
Every element, from the 
traditional clothing to the 
rituals of the wedding day, 
reflects the deep connection 
between people and their 
heritage.


